
Mental health in the criminal justice system 

POLICING

98,000 22,000 64%
The numbers of crimes 

reported to PSNI in 2017-18
The number of suspects 

arrested by PSNI during the 
course of their investigations in 

2017-18

The proportion of arrested 
suspects currently or previously 

identified as having mental 
health issues in a sample of 
arrests made in 2017-18

PROSECUTION AND CONVICTION

25,000 2,900 2,800
The number of defendants 

successfully prosecuted in court 
in 2017

The number of convicted 
defendants who received a 
custodial sentence in 2017

The number of convicted 
defendants who received 
a community supervision 

sentence in 2017

CUSTODIAL SENTENCES

79% 36% 9%
The proportion of prisoners 
who served a period of less 

than one year in custody 
as part of their sentence in 

2017-18

The proportion of prisoners 
who reported they were 
currently in contact with 
community mental health 

services at the time of their 
committal to prison between 

May 2014 and 
September 2018

The proportion of prisoners 
who reported that they were 

not registered with a GP in the 
community at the time of their 

committal in a 2017 
prisoner survey

COMMUNITY SENTENCES

42% 72%
The proportion of offenders 

assessed by PBNI (using ACE 
tool) determined to have a 

mental health issue 
between May 2014 

and April 2018.

The proportion of offenders 
assessed by PBNI (using ACE 
tool) determined to have an 
emotional well-being issue 

between May 2014 
and April 2018

Key Facts




